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Secretary’s Letter 

Dear Friends, 

Not much to say at the moment. We need to continue 
to pray for the vacancy. At present there is no further 
progress. We will just have to be very patient.  

There also is no further progress on the car park. It is more noticeable 
now that more people are parking there, probably due to the new 
permit only parking in the area. We will have to pay closer attention to 
the car park and we will be locking it overnight again to try to reduce 
the cars that Park there. It may become necessary to start locking it 
during the day as well.  

It has now been nearly 2½ years since Robert last preached at Park, but 
since that time we have had a wide range of people coming to 
preach at Park. Many old friends have come back to preach and a 
few new faces have shared some interesting stories of their journey with 
God. It has been brilliant to see so many of our own congregation 
leading services.  

Thank you all who have stepped up.  

I know it isn’t easy the first time to share your story, thoughts, beliefs in 
front of a large group of people but you have all done so well and I 
would encourage you to keep on trying.  

Please speak to Julia Marsh and take on some of the services next year. 
My continued thanks to Julia looking after the pulpit supply and 
organising the orders of service each week. Since Solaya has gone 
away to study at University it does give us a gap in our administration. If 
there is anyone who feels they could give a couple of hours per week 
could they please come and talk to me.  

I feel as a church we are still pulling well together and we are moving 
forward.  

As you know we have agreed to purchase a new digital organ for the 
Church. We have paid a deposit and the supplier is holding on to the 
organ until we are ready for it to be installed. We are trying to find a 
possible buyer for the old organ or an organisation to help us remove it.  

We also have plans, that we will share with you at the next Church 
Meeting, to exchange the  Crèche and Church Office. It makes a great 
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deal of sense to have a larger church office and to have it closer to the 
front door. 

I hope like me you are looking forward to Christmas it is not far away 
now and in the next few weeks we will be holding our Christmas Fair. I 
look forward to seeing you all there. I am sure the next Magazine will 
have plenty of pictures.  

God Bless 

Roger.  
 

Church Family News 

We rejoice with Charlotte and Tom 
Blackburn who would like to share that they are 
expecting their first child at the beginning of 
February. We pray for them both as they 
prepare for the new addition to the family. 

We rejoice with Sue Thompson and her family. Sue’s daughter Mary was 
married in Cornwall in September and we ask for God’s blessing on 
Mary, her husband, and their new life together.  

Our Brownies and their leaders had a great time on Pack Holiday at 
Thirtover Place in Cold Ash early in October.  

We pray for other churches in our local community. The congregation 
of St John’s and St Stephen’s welcomed their new Parish Priest, Rev 
Claire Alcock, who was installed in a ceremony by the Bishop of 
Dorchester. 

We congratulate and rejoice with Josh and Hannah Thomas on the 
birth of their son, Joel Andrew, born on Sunday October 6th – a second 
grandchild for Tony and Helen Durrant and a sixth great-grandchild for 
Doreen. We send our love to all the family.  
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Sally and Paul Street would like to thank God for the safe arrival of a 
new granddaughter. Ada Harriet was born on October 20th, weighing 
5lb 13oz, a sister for Stanley.  We send our love and congratulations to 
all the family.  

We also pray for Paul, who had a knee operation on Friday 1st 
November. Sally reports that he is doing well and sporting an enormous 
bandage.  

We remember Bob Dewing’s granddaughter Millie, who has broken her 
ankle and as a result has decided to defer her first year at Bristol 
University. A planned operation was cancelled, and we pray for Millie 
and her family as they await further news. 

We pray for those who mourn, remembering particularly Judith and 
Henry Enang and their family, following the sudden death of Henry’s 
sister Carolyn. Henry will be preparing to fly out to Cameroon at the end 
of the month and will be in our thoughts at this difficult time.   

Also we remember Sylvia Wise whose husband passed away recently, 
and Geraint Thomas whose father has also died. We pray God’s 
comfort on them both and on their families. 

We also pray for the fellowship at Our Lady of Peace Roman Catholic 
church, in particular for Father Bon, and for the Catholic community in 
Reading, following the tragic news that a number of Father Bon’s family 
have been killed during the current conflict in Cameroon. A Memorial 
Mass was held at the English Martyrs Church in Reading on Saturday 
October 12th at 11.00am, and we remember all who are affected.  

We pray for all who are affected by ill-health, recovering from or 
receiving treatment. We continue to remember Jane and Mark Bennett 
as Mark receives treatment for a brain tumour; and we pray for Olive 
Goodchild (who is in the Windsor Ward of Wokingham Hospital), Andrea 
Dewing, Dave and Jenny Jones, Pat Fuller, and Hilary Campbell.   

Lord, in your mercy …….  Hear our Prayer 

Carrie 
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Reading East  Constituency Hustings 

Churches Together in Reading invites you 
to meet the main candidates for the 
Reading East  Constituency and hear them 
answer questions.  

This will take place on Sunday 1st 
December 2019 at Wesley Methodist 
Church, Queens Road, Reading  

 6.00-6.30 Refreshments  
 6:30-8.00 Questions and Answers  
 8:00-8:30 Meet & Mingle with the candidates  

Please can you email me any questions you may like to put to the 
candidates and  state whether their question is for Reading West or 
Reading East – and also state which church you are from and your age. 

We need questions on a variety of subjects and we would appreciate 
people from a variety of backgrounds and churches. 

Please can I have questions for Reading East by Wednesday 27th 
November at the latest. 

I will reply to each email and I will let people know if their question has 
been selected. 

For further information please phone  Michael Penny 01491 671357 or 
email michael@pennyfamily.co.uk  

Michael Penny 
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Letters 

 

Service of Dedication 

We would like to invite you to a service of dedication for Joel Andrew 
Thomas on Sunday 22nd December at Petersfield United Reformed 
Church, College Street, Petersfield, GU31 4AG at 11am. 

We would love it if you could stay after the service for festive nibbles 
and mulled wine.  

Please RSVP on hannahkathryn92@gmail.com or 07834276149. 

Parking is limited, so if you cannot park outside the church, please park 
in the Festival Hall car park, approximately 5 minutes’ walk away.  

Josh & Hannah Thomas 

 

Coffee/Tea after Church 

Can I request that when it is your turn on the coffee rota that you check 
the refrigerator for out of date milk. 

Last week I threw 5 bottles away (recycled the empties). It does not 
matter if you think it is our milk or not - it is imperative we do not keep 
out of date milk in case someone uses and then gets ill.  

Many thanks,  

Gaye 
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Christian Aid - Dignity, Equality and 
Justice for Everyone. 

We, as Christians believe that everyone is equal 
in the sight of God, yet we live in a world where poverty still persists. 
Such poverty is indeed an outrage against humanity. It robs people of 
their dignity and lets injustice thrive.  

But together with Christian Aid we have the power to transform lives. 
Christian Aid works through prayer, campaigning and by practically 
providing assistance where it is needed.  

For over 70 years, Christian Aid has been standing with the poorest of 
our neighbours. Working in 37 countries, with people of all faiths and 
none, to stand up for the principles of dignity, equality and justice. 
Together we can create a world where everyone can live a full life, free 
from poverty.  

Our voices and actions are stronger together; and with the help of 
Christians, we can make an even bigger difference. Along with their 
supporters and partners, Christian Aid aims to expose poverty 
throughout the world, to help in practical ways to end it, and to 
highlight, challenge and change the structures and systems that favour 
the rich and powerful over the poor and marginalised.  

Christian Aid’s belief that poverty can be ended is based on their 
understanding of scripture and the work of a creative, loving God. They 
were established so that people could respond to Christ’s command to 
care for all in need.  

Their values are rooted in their Christian belief and are based on an 
understanding that human beings are called to have a special 
relationship with God and in turn to have a particular relationship with 
one another.  

Everything they do is in response to God’s gift to the world, of his son 
Jesus Christ. Jesus promised ‘good news’ for the poor and ‘freedom’ for 
the oppressed, calling us to action. 
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Jesus called his followers to ‘love God and love your neighbour’. 
Through his life and teaching, his death and his resurrection, he inspired 
his followers to love God, love their neighbours and long for justice. 

Christian Aid aims to help end poverty and injustice worldwide by 
working in partnership with local organisations who understand the 
local context, as well as with governments and the private sector.  

This includes helping people to access services such as healthcare and 
education, ensure they are not discriminated against for any reason, 
become more resilient to shocks and disasters such as drought, climate 
change and hurricanes,  and make the most of opportunities, such as 
being able to sell their produce for a fair price. 

Our faith tells us that human beings are created in the image of God, 
and that we should all use our power, skills and resources for the good 
of all. But we experience the world as one damaged and often broken 
by suffering, injustice and sinfulness.  

As we all well know it is a world in which there is poverty and war, 
hunger and pain. That the relationships between people, communities, 
corporations and nations are distorted, as inequality becomes greater, 
oppression stronger and poverty persistent. Even creation itself is in crisis, 
as it is exploited and degraded. The issues are complex, but there is the 
hope and confidence that God is with us, revealing to us good ways of 
living human life together.  

These are important matters and worthy of the thoughts, prayers and 
actions of all Christians. I commend Christian Aid to you. 

Chris Gayford 



page 10 

 

Publications 

In November I will putting up a list in the hall for people to add their 
names against for the following publications which I am happy to 
organise. Please complete for me if interested.  

 Reform 
 Daily Bread  
 URC Prayer Hand book   
 Fresh from the Word 

For Reforms I will need a cash/cheque made out to Park URC - I have 
been advised this will be £29.50 for 2020, Digital subscriptions will be £18 
p.a.  

All other publications I will order and pay for in advance.  

Gaye 

Tyndale Bible Translation 

This month is the 501st anniversary of the beginning of the  Reformation 
and so a good time to pay tribute to an 
outstanding English scholar, translator and 
martyr of the Reformation. 

William Tyndale (c1494-6th October 1536) 
was born near Gloucester and studied at 
Oxford and Cambridge. He could speak 
seven languages and was proficient in 
ancient Hebrew and Greek. 

As a priest his abilities would have taken 
him a long way but in 1523 Tyndale’s only 
desire was to translate the Bible, so that English men and women cold 
read it for themselves. It became his life’s passion. 

For Tyndale had rediscovered a vital doctrine that the Church had 
been ignoring.: that of justification by faith. He had found it when 
reading Erasmus’s Greek edition of the New Testament.  
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In fact, his life’s work was well summed up in some words of his mentor 
Erasmus “Christ desires His mysteries to be published abroad as widely 
as possible.  I would that the Gospels’ and the epistles of Paul were 
translated into all languages of all Christian people, and that they might 
be read and known.” 

Tyndale’s translation was the first Bible to be published in English, the first 
to draw directly from Hebrew and Greek texts, and the first English 
translation to take advantage of the printing press. 

It was to cost him his life. For Tyndale’s work was seen as a direct 
challenge to the power of both the Roman Catholic Church and the 
laws of England in maintaining the Churches’ position.  

When the authorities had tried to stop his translation, Tyndale fled to 
Hamburg, Wittenberg, Cologne and finally to the Lutheran city of 
Worms.   It was there in 1525 his new Testament emerged. It was quickly 
smuggled into England, and King Henry VIII, Cardinal Wolsey and others 
were furious. 

Tyndale moved on to Antwerp where for nine more years he continued 
his work. Then in May 1535 he was betrayed, arrested and jailed in a 
castle near Brussels. Tied to the stake for strangulation and burning his 
dying prayer was that the King of England’s eyes would be opened.  

Sure enough two years later, King Henry authorised the Great Bible for 
the Church of England which relied largely on Tyndale’s work. 

Not only that but on 1611 the 54 scholars who produced the King James 
Bible drew very heavily from Tyndale. Even today we honour him. In 
2002 Tyndale was placed at number 26 in the BBC’s poll of 100 Greatest 
Britons.  

With thanks to the ‘Kingsdown Messenger’ in Ealing  
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Christian Aid and Commitment 
for Life 

At Park a few members have been contributing to  Commitment for Life 
(CfL) for well over 20 years. This was since we made the decision at Park 
that it was the charity that we would encourage members to continue 
support personally, because it is the charity organised by the URC.  

However, nearly all of the money donated ultimately went from there to 
Christian Aid. This created quite an administrative problem for the 
Church finances since the donations had to be passed through the 
church accounts before being passed on to CfL and then on to 
Christian Aid and it also meant that gift aid became problematic.  

So, from the beginning of 2020 we have decided to encourage those 
who are contributing to CfL to change by making their regular donation 
now direct to Christian Aid. The simplest method is to make a standing 
order and if you are a tax payer this is then linked to gift aid.  

This method of donating to Christian Aid provides a regular stream of 
income allowing them to plan responsibly for the various important 
projects that they continue to manage. I would like to also encourage 
other members who do not already donate to this important charity to 
consider whether they can regularly donate to Christian Aid, even a 
small sum will be really welcome. 

I wish to draw to your attention that Christian Aid, like most other 
international charities, has suffered a gradual reduction in their income 
to support their essential work. Indeed, charitable giving of this kind has 
shown a progressive decline for several years, especially recently, for a 
variety of reasons. 

I do hope that some members will consider helping Christian Aid in this 
way. Please speak to me about this if you feel motivated to do so, I will 
be very pleased to help. 

Chris Gayford 
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An Acrostic Prayer from SALT 

Dear Lord, 

Come, Lord, to help all people,  

Open our hearts to people in need. 

Many people are sick, and if people don’t help, they will die. 

Pray to God when in need of help, and 

Always be there to help people. 

Save people who have cancer. 

Some people will be there to help, but 

Ignorant people need to be told to help others 

Older people need help even if they’re not ill. 

Never steal from people. 

Amen 

written by Bronwen, Bethany & Connie 

Lakeside Songs of Praise - November and December 

Everyone is welcome to join us at Lakeside Care Home for these Songs 
of Praise Services from 2.30 – 3.30 pm on every 2nd Wednesday of the 
month: 

 13th November 
 11th December 

The residents really enjoy our visits and it would be lovely if you feel you 
could join Roger, Simon, Linda and me sometimes, especially to sit with 
the residents and boost the singing.   

Also, we have been very fortunate to have Ruth from Wycliffe joining us 
recently. Ruth has been a great asset and last month she encouraged 
the residents to choose some of their favourite hymns which we are 
hoping to sing on the 13th November. 

If you would like to join us, please sign in at the Care Home reception 
desk on arrival. 

Julia 
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Update on Visiting Preachers during Vacancy 

Thank you, again, to all who have led worship or have put their names 
down to lead worship later on in this year and in next year.   

Here is the updated list until the end of this year: 

November 

 3rd November: Roger Clark 
 10th November: Carrie & Rod King (Remembrance Parade) 
 17th November: Geoff Cornell (Praise Band) 
 24th November: Robert Lewis 

December 

 1st December: Phebe Mann & David Wong 
 8th December: Colin Ferguson 
 15th December: Rev Alan Holmes (Gifts & Toys) 
 22nd December: Michael Penny 
 25th December: Roger Clark (Christmas Day) 
 29th December: Simon King 

I have had a wonderful response to next year’s 2020 Pulpit Plan and 
there are, in fact, only 10 slots left to fill!   

Roger and I would love to hear from anyone who thinks they could lead 
or help with a service next year.   

Many thanks, 

Julia 
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Bishops call for Respectful Language over Brexit 

Church of England bishops have called on the UK’s government and 
society to speak to others with respect and to show greater willingness 
to listen. The statement, which unusually was endorsed by all 118 
bishops, was published on 27 September, amid heated parliamentary 
debates over Britain’s withdrawal from the EU. 

‘The use of language, both in debates and outside parliament, has 
been unacceptable,’ the bishops said.  

They added: ‘We should not denigrate, patronise or ignore the honest 
views of fellow citizens, but seek to respect their opinions … and their 
votes. … Jesus [calls] for us to be generous and humble servants; virtues 
which are for all leaders, whatever their faith.’ The group also affirmed 
its ‘respect for the June 2016 referendum, and [its] belief that the result 
should be honoured’ 

Brexit Prayer Film Resource  

Responding to reports of increasing societal divisions over Brexit, 
Christians in Politics has made an animated film encouraging churches 
to pray and be peacemakers.  

The resource is designed to be non-partisan and used by churches or 
small groups as a lead in to prayer 

Reform magazine 
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Climate Summit Missed the Mark, says Charity  

Christian Aid has described the outcomes of the UN Climate Action 
Summit as ‘far from world changing’.  

The summit, which took place in New York on 24 September, ‘did not 
match up with the demands made by science and the schoolchildren 
who went on strike,’ said Mohamed Adow, Christian Aid’s International 
Climate Lead.  

‘The UN Secretary General was right to call the summit but world 
leaders clearly failed to live up to the platform,’ he added. ‘The few 
actions that have been announced are far from world changing, and 
that is what is required. As Greta Thunberg told them in her opening 
speech: How dare they.’ 

At the summit, 59 countries said they would enhance climate 
commitments made in Paris by 2020. Mr Adow said that the 
commitments provide reason to hope, adding: ‘But time is running out 
for countries to drastically strengthen their commitments to reduce 
emissions and provide the needed finance for poor countries to adapt 
to the impacts of this climate crisis.’ 

Christians Campaign to End Hunger  

United Reformed Church representatives joined other activists in 
supporting End Hunger UK’s campaigning during the week including 
World Food Day (16 October). The coalition of charities and faith groups 
called on UK leaders to tackle the causes of food insecurity in order to 
meet the UK’s 2015 pledge to end hunger by 2030 

 Reform magazine 
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Unrationed Mercies 1944 

Those of you who can remember rationing may recognise the 
sentiments in this excerpt from a poem dated 1944 written by a former 
church member, Mrs Putman, found by Janet Pritchard: 

Rations of bacon, rations of cheese 
Rations of sugar for afternoon teas 
Points for our marmalade, points for jam 
Points for our biscuits, points for ham. 
 
‘Tis whispered around the grocer has dates 
And the shop next door their quota of plates 
Priority milk for the babies gruel 
And drastic cuts in the ration of fuel. 
 
Coupons for dresses and coupons for shoes 
Austerity ‘suits’ and Utility hose 
A zoning for sweets and for chocolate too 
While the sunny South is banned to you. 
 
Unrationed still in these days of strife 
Are all the very best things of life 
When we turn our backs on the manmade towns 
And walk abroad on the windswept downs. 
 
Unrationed sunshine, unrationed breeze 
Unrationed flowers, unrationed trees 
Unrationed mercies from God above 
Unrationed peace and unrationed love. 
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Church Rotas 

November 

  Vestry Duty Flowers Welcomer 

3rd  Simon King Charlotte 
Blackburn 

Janet Pritchard 

10th  Enala Bhebhe Simon & Jenny 
King 

Anya Alderslade 

17th  Zi Bhebhe Rod & Carrie 
King 

Alan Holmes 

24th  Charlotte 
Blackburn 

Zie & Enala 
Bhebhe 

Abby Jenner 

Communion: Bob Dewing, Charlotte Blackburn, Alan Holmes & Abby 
Jenner 

December 

  Vestry Duty Flowers Welcomer 

1st  Jenny King Chris & Yvette 
Gayford 

Elizabeth,Knox 

8th  Elizabeth Knox Elizabeth & Alistair 
Knox 

Janet Pritchard 

15th  Carrie King Judith Enang Rod King 
22nd  Yvette Gayford Alan Holmes Alan Holmes 
25th Rod King Simon & Jenny 

King 
Elizabeth Knox 

29th Judith Enang Charlotte 
Blackburn 

Abby Jenner 

Communion: Zi Bhebhe, Enala Bhebhe, Rod King & Carrie King 
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Church Contacts 

Minister ...................................... hmm, still in vacancy 

Church Secretary..................... Roger Clark   
  phone:  0118 935 2324 
  e-mail:  churchsecretary@parkurc.org.uk 

Assistant Church Secretary .... Simon & Jenny King  

Treasurer: ..................................  Yvette Gayford   

Assistant Treasurer ...................  Rod King  

F & GP Chairman ..................... Tim Lancaster   

Centre Manager:  ....................  Becky Joyce 
  phone:  0845 463 6426 
  e-mail:  centremanager@parkurc.org.uk 

Magazine Editor ....................... Rod King 
  e-mail:  editor@parkurc.org.uk 

Church Website: ...................... www.parkurc.org.uk 

Facebook:www.facebook.com/ParkURC?ref=aymt_homepage_panel  

Weekend Activities at Park 

Sunday 10.30 am Worship 
 10.30 am Young people’s groups & Crèche facilities 
 10.30 am Holy Communion (1st Sunday) 
 1pm Pentecostal Worship Group  
 1pm International Believers Church 
 3.00 pm  Messy Church (1st Sunday of the Month) 
 3.45 pm Newlife Celebration Tamil Church 
 6.30 pm  Ignite Coffee & Cakes (in term-time) 
 7:00 pm Ignite Worship(in term-time) 
 7:15pm 12 Step Fellowship  
 various Progress Theatre 
   
Saturday 9am Allenova Ballet School 
 9:30am Reading Seventh Day Adventist Group 
 10am Parenthesis Choir 
 4pm Reading Community Gospel Choir 
 various Progress Theatre (all day) 
 ad hoc NCT (afternoons) 
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Weekday Activities at Park 

Monday  various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9:30am Park Mother & Toddlers Group 
 5:30pm Beavers 
 6:45pm Cubs 
 7:30pm CODA/CODA Step  
 7:30pm Housegroup 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Tuesday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 9am HappyFeet Footcare (monthly) 
 2pm U3A Yoga (every 2 weeks) 
 2:15pm Friendship Club 
 4pm Dancercise 
 7:30pm Earley Folk Dancing 
 7:30pm Badminton (Sept – March) 
 7:30pm Housegroup 
 8:15pm Aldbrickham Clog & Dance Group 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Wednesday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 10am Morning Prayers 
 10am Embroiders Guild (monthly) 
 10am Park 60+ Exercise (12 noon seated session) 
 12pm Reading Lunchtime Choir 
 2pm Reading Macular Society (bi-monthly) 
 3pm WEA Education Services 
 7:30pm Scouts 
 7:30pm Mostly G&S  
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Thursday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 2pm U3A Madrigal Society (every 2 weeks) 
 2pm Reading Abbey Trefoil Group (4th Thursday of the month) 
 5pm Rainbows 
 5:45pm Brownies 
 7:15pm Guides 
 7:45pm Explorer Scouts 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 
 ad hoc NCT (evenings) 

Friday various Read Dance & Theatre College 
 3:45pm Reading Children’s Counselling Services 
 7:15pm 12 Step Fellowship 
 various Progress Theatre (evenings) 

 


